
Pop-Up Golf
A ‘pop-up’ is defined as a temporary use of space to create a long term, lasting impression with potential consumers. ‘Pop up’ events are growing in popularity 
around New Zealand, we have everything from pop-up bars to clothing shops, events and now ‘Pop Up’ Golf! This initiative is being trialled around the Auckland 
Region with Local clubs partnering up to deliver free family events in their local community parks and open spaces.

Pop up golf is enabling us to talk to our local communities, one of the most powerful and meaningful outcomes of these events was the ability to take the time to 
talk to families and young people, to understand them, to answer their questions, relieve their worries and connect them to opportunities that suit their unique 
needs. The relationships and connections built are priceless. Alongside providing a fun family event to introduce golf to a new audience, activating open spaces in 
an urban city adds value to community cohesion, utilises green space and the connects families to their local parks and recreation space. Winning all round!

Why are we doing this?

The Outcome

What we did

An initial introductory experience to golf can be 
intimidating for a family. The fear of entering a 
perceived ‘members only’ environment along with 
the perception of timely commitment, high costs 
and the purchasing of equipment can be a worry 
for parents, particularly if they are unsure their 
child will actually like the game. ‘Pop up’ golf 
relieves these barriers by:

Our first targeted communities were the 
Whangaparaoa Peninsula and Counties Manukau.

Jenna Gainford, PGA professional - Gulf Harbour

Stuart Thompson, PGA professional - Whitford Park

“The community loved it! it was a relaxed environment 
and heaps of people had the opportunity to just give it a 
go, while it's hard to measure success in numbers, I 
thought the event was great!"

"You don’t know, what you don’t know! We tried 
something outside or our traditional methods and this 
exposed us to brand new families all keen to try it out, in 
an environment that  is fun and safe. It proved there are 
lots of families out there that are wanting to try out golf 
but perhaps weren't sure where to start!"

Having 4-6 consecutive sessions so that the 
families have an opportunity to build confidence, 
skills and make new friends.
Giving a free opportunity to experience golf, and 
the opportunity to chat with local coaches and 
clubs to get a greater understanding of the game 
and how they might continue playing if they 
aspire too.
Using modified equipment that is engaging and 
easier to use so all participants get to experience 
success and learn at their own pace.
Using local coaches to ensure families have 
consistency and connection with their friendly 
local club

Bringing golf  out of the club to local recreation 
spaces to create an environment that families feel 
familiar and safe in

Whangaparaoa Peninsula had four Pop-Up golf 
events held in Stanmore bay and run by Gulf 
Harbour Country Club and Whangaparaoa Golf 
Club coaches.
Counties Manukau are currently receiving four 
Pop-up events held in Pulman Park being run by 
Whitford Park, Wattle Downs, Waiuku and 
Pukekohe Golf Club coaches.

We sought funding to bring these events to the 
community, New Zealand Golf were granted this 
support via Kiwisport.
We then targeted communities and worked 
collaboratively with local clubs to design, organise and 
promote these events. Most promotion was via 
Facebook, event finder and local schools.
Our stakeholders showed support in various ways and 
these include the local Regional Sports Trusts, local 
districts and Auckland Council.
Local coaches ‘popped up’ in parks with modified 
equipment, fun games and friendly faces to introduce 
families to the game. The games pretty much ran 
themselves allowing coaches to interact with parents 
and young people to build their confidence.

Stanmore Bay Bruce Pulman

Participants per event Participants 1st event

10 young people 
transferred to 

club

(ongoing event)

50-80 42


