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Introduction 

Wairakei Golf + Sanctuary

New Zealand has been blessed with 
a number of high quality golf clubs 
throughout the country, these have 
been identified by Golf Tourism New 
Zealand as Marquee courses. http://www.
newzealand.com/int/feature/new-
zealands-marquee-golf-courses/

These courses all offer a high quality 
experience for the golfer, some enhancing 

the golf experience with their amazing 
natural environment, one then ads in a 
number of amazing sculptures and then 
there are those that their unique golf course 
does the promotion itself. One golf course 
in particular however has differentiated itself 
in a unique and environmentally impactful 
manner.

Case Study - High Quality Golf Experience

Many find sanctuary on a golf course but it is rare to find a golf course that is a sanctuary New 
Zealand’s Wairakei Golf + Sanctuary is thought to have scored a world first! Originally developed 
in 1970 this course has been an integral part of the New Zealand Golf landscape. The ecological 
restoration is the first of its kind in New Zealand and was prompted by golf course owner Gary Lane’s 
desire to create a unique environment where golf and the natural habitat work in harmony.

The Sanctuary project started with the completion of dedicated five kilometre “Xcluder” fence, the 
fence stands more than 2 metres tall goes into the ground 200cms and has been specifically designed 
to keep out predators like rats, mice, stoats, weasels, hedgehogs, feral cats and possums.

The fence was completed in October 2009, then in June 2010 a successful full pest eradication 
project was completed. The fence is regularly checked and monitored by the Game Keeper and 350 
pest tracking stations are placed on the inside of the sanctuary with no signs of any pests in the 
sanctuary. The fence is electronically monitored and any branch lodgements on the fence notified to 
the staff via cell phone message, allowing no chance of pests climbing over. At the course entry a fast 
sliding gate allows entry for the golfers – this gives a 30 second window to again eliminate potential 
pest entry (or slow golfers).

In 2012, an agreement was established between Wairakei Golf + Sanctuary and the Department 
of Conservation to work cooperatively together to make the most of conservation and restoration 
opportunities within the Sanctuary. An area in the predator free zone is used as a kiwi crèche for eggs 
originally removed from the wild, then hatched at Rainbow Springs in Rotorua. When the Chicks are 
deemed as big enough they are reintroduced to the wild. This gives them the best opportunity to find 
a mate and produce their own chicks. The club also runs and annual golf tournament to support the 
Kiwis for Kiwis charity (www.kiwisforkiwi.org ).

As a further part of their Sanctuary initiatives in March 2015, Wairakei welcomed a retired pair of 
breeding takahē, the Wairakei retirement opportunity has allowed the retire pair an escape from 
competition and allows the clearing of vital breeding space for younger takahē pairs on their pest-
free home bases. In late 2015, the couple came out of retirement to produce Wairakei’s first takahē 
chick, Sammy. Sammy is a very special chick; especially considering there are only 280 takahē left in 
New Zealand.



The Wairakei Golf and Sanctuary  
(www.wairakeigolfcourse.co.nz) through 
the forward thinking of Gary Lane the 
course owner has carved out a unique 
position in the New Zealand and World 
Golf environment. Making decisions and 
taking actions that will have a long term 
benefits and deliver a high quality golfing 
experience for years and years to come.

Not all golf clubs can achieve an impact to 
the scale of the Wairakei Golf + Sanctuary, 
but with some Kiwi ingenuity we can all 

make a positive impact to the environment 
we are custodians off.

If you are looking for help in this space 
please contact your Community Golf 
team at 09 485 3230 for your local support 
person.

Conclusion

Along with the new takahē chick, there was also the arrival of two kārearea (New Zealand falcon) 
chicks. The kārearea parents started coming to the area several years ago. Previously they had laid 
their eggs just outside of the predator-proof fence, then chose to nest off the ninth tee making the 
most of the predator free environment for raising their young. A fixed camera on the nest gave some 
interesting insights into the behaviour of the Falcon chicks, their growth and eating habits.

Increasing the sanctuary experience mixed colour pheasants, Guinea Fowl, Peking Ducks and Fallow 
deer have also been released on to the property. It is not unusual to see the Fallow deer being hand 
fed.

A substantial planting programme has also been initiated with a further 30,000 trees planted to 
enhance the existing 100,000 trees. An immediate regeneration of plants was noted inside the 
sanctuary upon the completion of the fence with the environment rapidly gaining traction again.

The club itself is in the process of relocating the bar and Café premises to the main building with a 
new extension in progress, this will allow a more centrally located pre and post golf experience and 
leave the course area itself to the golfers and the inhabitants.

With its central New Zealand location Wairakei Golf and Sanctuary has a high number of green fee 
players and interestingly one of their bigger green fee markets is the New Zealand casual golfer 
enjoying the sanctuary experience.


